
LI: What are the stages to Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development? 

Starter – Match up Quiz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOPIC 3: Development 
 

Schema When you come across something you have never seen before and you need 
to make a new schema.  

Assimilation Different steps that children go through in their development. Piaget said there 
were four of them. 

Accommodation A mental image of what we understand something should be like. 

Stages When you come across a new object that is similar to a schema that you 
already have, so you have to edit your current schema. 



LI: What are the stages to Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development? 

Answers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOPIC 3: Development 
 

Schema When you come across something you have never seen before and you need 
to make a new schema.  

Assimilation Different steps that children go through in their development. Piaget said there 
were four of them. 

Accommodation A mental image of what we understand something should be like. 

Stages When you come across a new object that is similar to a schema that you 
already have, so you have to edit your current schema. 



Learning Intentions 
4/5 (All) – Identify the design of Piaget’s theory of 
cognitive development.  
6/7 (Most) – Outline the four stages of Piaget’s 
theory.  
8/9 (Some) – Explain the difference to each stage of 
Piaget’s theory with examples.  

What is your initial confidence towards the LIs?  



Piaget’s Four Stages 
Piaget said that there are four stages to a child’s intellectual 
development.  
 
All children pass through the stages in the same order... 
 

Let’s make notes on the 4 stages with pictures to support.  
You must know:  
-  The name of the stage 
-  What ages the stage lasts 
-  What happens during the stage (academic vocabulary) 



Stage 1 
Sensorimotor Stage (0-2) 
In this stage, children learn to relate what they can see (sensory) with what 
they can do (motor).  
 
In this stage, children learn object permanence.  
 
Object permanence – knowing that an object still exists even when it is out of 
sight.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=-gWJrZ7MHpY  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sauXDIV6g9k  



Watch the videos on the previous page and note how the child thinks the object 
has disappeared when it is covered up! However, in the second video, the child 
who is coming to the end of the sensorimotor stage has mastered object 
permanence and knows that the object is under the cloth! 



Stage 2 
Preoperational Stage (2-7) 
In this stage, children have problems with conservation and are egocentric. 
 
Conservation – knowing that the amount of something stays the same even 
though it looks different. 
 
Egocentric – being unable to see something from another person’s view. 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=gnArvcWaH6I  

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OinqFgsIbh0  

Watch how this child really struggles with 
conservation. Every time, the answer is the ‘the 
same’. But he is constantly tricked because one 

simply looks more than the other! 

Watch how this child really struggles with egocentrism. He 
looks at the volcano. He is then asked what the adult can 
see. He describes the things that he can see because he 

can only see from his own point of view! 



Stage 3 
Concrete Operational Stage (7-11) 
In this stage, children show understanding of conservation and are not 
egocentric. They have better reasoning abilities. However, this is only 
with physical objects. They struggle with abstract ideas. 

A much simpler stage where children develop the skills that they did not have in the previous stage.  
 

If you think about the videos from the previous slide being done with a 9 year old, they would not be 
tricked by these tasks. 



Stage 4 
Formal Operational Stage (11+) 
In this stage, children become capable of formal reasoning and can solve problems. They 
would solve problems in systematic ways.  
 
Example: 
•  All yellow cats have two heads. I have a yellow cat called Charlie. How many heads 

does Charlie have? 
•  If you hit glass with a feather, it will break. Shay hit glass with a feather. What 

happened? 

These problems don’t make literal sense, so they confuse children 
younger than 11. But, children 11 and over can take them at face 
value and work out the solution. See the video below for proof. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjJdcXA1KH8  



Summarising (Storyboard on the next page)  
Piaget’s 4 stages of Cognitive Development Storyboard 

 

Sensorimotor stage (0-2 years) 
Children only understand that 
things they can see and interact 
with exist. If they can’t see it, it 
doesn’t exist. (Object permanence) 

When an object is placed under this 
blanket, the baby will think the object has 
ceased to exist.  

Create a section for each of the 4 
stages in Piaget’s theory of 
cognitive development.  
 
One has been done on the left to 
help you.  

30-45 minutes 





Exam Questions 

Name the four stages of development proposed by 
Piaget. (4) 
 
 
Briefly explain the difference between a pre-operational 
and concrete operation child’s thinking. Use an 
example to explain your answer. (5) 

 
 



Learning Intentions 
4/5 (All) – Identify the design of Piaget’s theory of 
cognitive development.  
6/7 (Most) – Outline the four stages of Piaget’s 
theory.  
8/9 (Some) – Explain the difference to each stage of 
Piaget’s theory with examples.  

What is your new confidence towards the LIs?  



 Consolidation: Exam Questions 
1. What is the name of the first, second, third, fourth stage in Piaget’s theory? 

2. At what stage do children learn about conservation? 

3. At what stage do children develop object permanence? 

4. What is meant by egocentrism? When do children show this?  
 

TOPIC 3: Development 
 

LI: What are the stages to Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development? 



Piaget Recap Key Terms 
What is significant about each term? 

Schema 

Assimilation 

Accommodation 

Stages 

Sensorimotor 

Preoperational 

Formal operational 

Concrete operational 

Object permanence 

Conservation 

Egocentric 

Formal reasoning 

Task: Define each word, explaining why it is important to Piaget’s theory. 



You can start these today and build them up over the next few weeks with the 
Piaget learning that you do… 

 
This week, you need to include: 

1. Piaget’s ideas of schemas, assimilation and accommodation 
2. Piaget’s 4 stages and what happens at each stage, including key terminology and 
examples.  

Leave room for: 
1) Two studies 
2) Evaluation 

TOPIC 3: Development 
 

Piaget Posters Task 


